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containing Sugrlva's instructions to the Vanaras for Slta's search) places only some hermitages of Aryan
sages in the vast forest areas of that region, and notices in particular the non-mention of the ancient Vidarbha
and Mahisrnatl kingdoms. However, in his opinion, the main geographical features of Central and
Southern India and Sri Lanka (Ceylon) as portrayed in the poem is correct. It seems to us that even
about the time of the composition of the two epics, which are works of practically the same age, the
Rsmayana was regarded as representing a period earlier than the Mahabharata.
Rama travelled with Slta and Laksmafla from Ayodhya to Srngaverapura (modern Singor or
Singror, 22miles north-west of Allahabad on the Ganges) by chariot: thereafter he gave up the chariot and
visited Bharadvaja's hermitage at Prayaga (Allahabad) and thence travelled to the Citrakuta hill (which
stretches from the Ken to about 20 miles of Allahabad) and to the river MandSkinL From there the party
went to AtiTs hermitage and then entered the Dafldaka forest where it encountered Viradha. Pargiter
places Sarabhanga's hermitage, next visited by Rama and his party, near Narwar and thinks that Rama
travelled through the forests covering the present Pnchmadii and Seoni areas and the Mahadeo hills in
the region of the present Hosangabad District of Madhya Pradesh and vi&itcd Sutlkspa's hermitage (located
by him near modern Nagpur) above Paficavatl in or at the outskirts of Janasthana in the Dapdaka, lying
to the north of the GodSvarl about the region of Nirmal and Kohal. We have seen above that there is
some confusion regarding a Purapic tradition which seems to locate Pancavati at Nasik considerably
towards the west of the Nirmal region on the Godavari to the south of Nagpur. As the crow flies, the
distance between Allahabad and Nirmal would be about 550 miles while similar distance between Allahabad
and Nasik would be about 675 miles, the actual distances by the jungle paths of those days must have been
not less than 800 and 3000 miles respectively. It is strange that the writers of the Rama story are silent about
the great distances and the very considerable time and hardship involved in the travel especially for Slta.
After the abduction of Slta by Rsvana, Rama and Laksmafia left Pancavati towards the south
according to the RsmQyapa and towards the west according LothsRsm-op&khySnas&tionoftheMafia-
bharataso that Pargiter thinks that they really went in a south-westerly direction. They entered the dense
forest (called Krauncalaya in the R&m8yana, but Da^idaka in the RQm-opSkhySna Section) and met
Kabandha there. On the way to Kabandha's place, they crossed the Mandakinl river which Pargiter
identifies with the MaojirS, a southern tributary of the Godavari. In Pargilefs opinion, Rama and Laksmana
started from the region of the Godavari to the south of Nirmal and Kohal, went towards the south-west,
entered the southern extremity of the Balaghat hills and met Kabandha at about the middle on the western
slope of the hills. Kabandha mentions the PampI lake in that neighbourhood and Mt. Rsyamuka in its
vicinity although, at the same breath, he also says how one had to traverse many territories, hills and forests
in order to reach the Pampa from his place. Pargiter points out that the distance was small according to
the Mm-opakhyana, that Rama and Laksmana took only two days in reaching the bank of the lake and
that only a short distance could have been covered in two days by the route through hills and jungles.
Pargiter further thinks that the Pampa stood on the western slope of the Rsyamfika; but he is not
sure about the actual location of the lake. He points out that Savari's hermitage lay on the western side
of the Pampa in an area known as the forest of sage Matanga. In Pargiter's opinion, the said forest around
the hermitage originally occupied by Matanga covered the country from Sholapur towards Poona, west
of the Rsyamuka range.
For fear of an attack from Valin, the ruler of Kiskindha, Sugrlva and his Vanarajfollowers were
staying in a cave in the Rsyamfika directly facing the Pampa. Seeing Rama and Laksmajia coming towards